REAPING THE
FULL REWARDS
OF RESEEDING

Reseeding will pay for itself many times over in extra milk from

grass, according to the latest cost-benefit calculations, but

much of the benefit may be lost unless a “best practice”

approach is adopted.

good reseed should
A cost around £190/acre,
or £38/acre/year over the life
of a typical medium-term ley,
according to financial
analyses carried out by
Monsanto in the
development of a new Best
Practice Grassland Reseeding
Checklist.

The calculations are all
inclusive, with labour and
machinery charges factored
in,and when set against the
extra milk value of £275/year
possible from the resulting
improvement in pasture
productivity, there is a
handsome 7:1 return on
investment.

This is all well and good,
but the outlay is significant,
and in order to be fully
justified - and compensate
for land being taken out of
production - it is essential
that the job is done well.

The Grassland Reseeding
Checklist identifies a number

of key essentials to cost-

effective reseeding, from
initial decision-making
through the entire process of
sward destruction, cultivation,
sowing and early sward care.
Carrying all elements out
under a best practice
protocol will add cost (Table
1), but will generate higher
returns overall.

The first stage is field
selection, which should be

based on ryegrass content

Extra milk worth
£275/acre/year
represents a 7:1

return on the cost of
best practice
reseeding

rather than age.

"Perennial ryegrasses are
easy to distinguish from less
productive fescues, bents and
meadow grasses by the
pinkish-red tinge to their

stem bases,” explains

ROBERT PLAICE

Monsanto agronomist, Robert
Plaice. “Once they drop to
below half the sward content
you really need to be thinking
about replacement.

Optimum timing for
reseeding will depend on
location. In Scotland and parts
of northern England there is
limited time to establish a ley
in the autumn following
cereals for example - so
spring reseeding tends to be
the traditional route - but

further south reseeding in

SUMMER/AUTUMN 2008

Advanced maize creates

August or early September
usually offers best results.
“Where possible, autumn
sowing minimises loss of
production in the reseeding
season,and - assuming there
is sufficient moisture — warm
soils mean better and more
rapid establishment,”adds
Robert Plaice."The new sward
then has the winter to
develop - with tillering
encouraged and frost kill
minimised by pre-Christmas
sheep grazing — and it comes
into the next season full of
heart and productivity.”
Whether sowing in autumn

or spring, effective
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destruction of the old sward
and its established perennial
weeds is critical to success.
While a surface kill may
reduce trash, a glyphosate
spray is essential to really
tackle perennials like docks,
thistles, couch, Yorkshire Fog
and other weed grasses.
"Seedling grasses need a
clean start if they are to
establish well and dominate
the new sward,” stresses
Robert Plaice. “To see a new
ley wrecked by couch and
other perennials pushing
through the seedbed and
out-competing the young
ryegrasses is heart-breaking.
"Using Roundup will
minimise the time taken out
of production and maximise
reseeding timeliness as it can
be applied ahead of the last
grazing or silage cut. If you
allow 5-7 days after spraying
for the herbicide to penetrate
right to the root tips you can

three to four weeks overall.

"Cultivations should
produce a fine and firm
seedbed - and maintain
moisture - and you'll be on a
hiding to nothing if you don't
get the soil P Kand pH status
right.You should also check
the ground for compaction
and poaching too and
remedy any problems
through subsoiling.”

Producers need to insist on
quality in their new leys,
which according to Don
Pendegrast of NIAB means
using only named varieties
from the Herbage Varieties
Guide and only the most
appropriate blends of
ryegrass and clover types.

“I'd always select listed
varieties for their combination
of yield and other desirable
characteristics like early
spring growth, sugar content,
ground cover, disease
resistance and digestibility,
matching them to specific
grazing and cutting uses and
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BEST PRACTICE MEANS ATTENTION TO DETAIL IN ALL AREAS

has shown it can increase the
productive value of swards by
over £70/acre, reduce
nitrogen fertiliser
requirements by 60-
70kgN/acre and significantly
boost July and August
grazing in particular.”

For the full Grassland
Reseeding Checklist

go to:
www.bshagriculture.com

A o Original Pasture New Ley
then graze or silage the productive lifespans,”he ,
ground in complete safety advises. Grass production (kg DM/acre) 3,000 3,300 (+10%)
and cultivate it immediately "I'd also include a decent ME content (MJ/kg DM) 10.2 11.0 (+8%)
afterwards. This can save amount of clover. Research Energy output (MJ/acre) 30,600 36,300
Stocking rate (cows/acre) 0.8 0.8
Standard  Best Practice (MJ/cow/year) 25,500 25,500
Energy for Maintenance
seed (#/acre) £35 £45 (Wy/atre/yean 20,400 20,400
Fertiliser (£/acre) £40 £60 Energy remaining for Milk
Chenmicals (£/acre) £10 £25 (MJ/acre/year) 10,200 15,900
Labour & machinery (£/acre) £40 £60 Milk production @ 5.2 MJ/litre
Total establishment cost (£/acre) £125 £190 (litres/acre) 1,962 3,058
Annual establishment cost (£/acre/year)  £25 £38 Milk value @ 25 p/litre (£/acre) 491 766
Extra cost of best practice (£/acre/year) £13 Extra milk value (£/acre/year) 275

COMBATING CROWN RUST

Crown rust is an increasing
problem for livestock farmers,
affecting swards more
commonly and further
northwards as a combination
of global warming and reduced
fertiliser use creates conditions
that are more favourable for
this fungal disease.

t infection levels as low

as 10%, the characteristic
orange spores depress D-
value, sugar content and
intakes; in more extreme
cases crown rust will cause
significant long term damage
to the sward.

To minimise the problem in
affected swards, avoid grass
becoming too long (top if
necessary) and ensure
grassland has sufficient
nutrients to combat the
fungus (apply 20-30kgN/ha).
To reduce the risk of future
problems, reseed using
varieties with resistance to
crown rust. There is significant
variation in the resistance of
different ryegrass varieties to
crown rust, but most Aber
ryegrasses score favourably
due to IGER's (now IBERS)
long term breeding strategy.
Inclusion of clover will also

reduce the sward's overall
susceptibility, as well as
minimizing the ingress of
weed grasses that are
generally more likely to
succumb to the disease.
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